
Your Question:  
 
Please provide more detail in respect of your concern on the impact that the 
Proposed Development would have on your business. 
 
 
Response from: 
Steel Sculptures Limited  

 
 
Our brand and reputation has been built up over many years around being 
artists working from our Suffolk coastal workshop. The workshop and 
sculptures are well known in the area and further afield. Our home and our 
award winning business Steel Sculptures are located on the B1125 very near 
the B1122. We are a high end sculpture business and a key part of our 
offering is that we design and create sculpture from our Suffolk workshop, 
sculpture that is based on nature. Our brand, social media profile and our 
business are linked to the beauty, tranquility and accessibility of the local 
Suffolk environment.  
 
We market our business as hailing from our Suffolk workshop at prestigious 
shows like the RHS Chelsea Flower Show and Hampton Court Garden 
Festival. On site the garden sculpture is placed in our display garden. In the 
last 4 years approx 80% of clients who made a visit to our site travelled to us 
from outside of the area. When our clients make an appointment to visit our 
workshop it generates customers for local tourist sites, shops, restaurants and 
cafes. Similarly the flow of tourists to the local area means people find our 
workshop and display garden as they drive through or walk the footpaths 
that run past our site. We make valuable sales from this passing trade. In the 
last 2 years approximately 1/6 of our sales were generated directly from our 
site.  
 
 
When clients visit our site the environment is key. EDF’s planned use of the 
B1122 would create motorway scale traffic on our doorstep. The estimated 
600 HGV’s on the existing B1122 in the 2-3 years before and link road, rail or 
sea routes will generate traffic jams, an inhospitable environment and noise 
pollution. It will severely damage our local tourist industry and in turn impact 
our ‘drop by’ tourist sales.  
 
The B1122 is the main route to and from our site. EDF’s proposal for Sizwell 
C would have a serious impact on our supply and delivery routes especially in 



the early years. We rely on our easy access to the A12 to take our steel 
sculptures to be galvanised in Yarmouth and powder coated in Raveningham 
as well as for our steel deliveries coming from Great Blackenham, Ipswich 
and Yarmouth. We make large scale sculpture and our steel deliveries arrive 
on large vehicles. We could not nip down tiny B roads to avoid the B1122 
Sizewell traffic. The congestion would add unworkable time to our journeys 
and damaging expense to our business. Worse still there is a very high risk of 
our road, the B1125 being used as a rat run throughout the project 
potentially causing even more traffic issues for us and making our road a 
dangerous place.  
 
With the B1122 full of HGV’s our deliveries will quite legally opt to come 
along the B1125 from the north, attempting to navigate vehicles that need to 
be parked on the road near Middleton garage and up what is essentially a 
blind hill. In the early years the already dangerous and regularly flooded 
junction between the B1125 and the B1122 will be a serious hazard. 
Currently, at that junction, we have to expect vehicles to be driving on the 
wrong side of the road to avoid the flood of rain water that still gathers there. 
Even if there is an access road built leading onto a new B1125 bypass 
section, the proposed volume of traffic would make it a nightmare to access 
and our route out for our deliveries would have to be back down the B1125 
towards Westleton in a 13ft long dropside transit with all the rest of the legal 
rat run traffic. 
 
Until recently we made additional sales via Darsham Nurseries which was well 
known outside our region and brought us clients both from the local area as 
well as many from further afield. The threat of a vast car park opposite 
Darsham Nurseries proposed by EDF coupled with the pandemic led to the  
closure of that business in 2020 and cut off one of our routes to market.  
 
If EDF's proposal's are passed in their current form we will be forced to 
consider relocating our home and workshop. This in turn would cut off our 
trade with a network of other local businesses built up over many years as 
well including key business partners like Woottens of Wenhaston who supply 
our plants for shows or local garden designers such as Sue Townsend Garden 
Design in Westleton, Luke Heydon Garden Design and and Figa and Co 
floral designers in Framlingham for whom we make sculptures and decorative 
features for their clients.   
 
EDF’s proposal to use a wholly inadequate B road, swamping it with lorries is 
an unreasoable level of disruption to an area of outstanding natural beauty. 
EDF would push us and other local businesses and residents out rather than 



build a new road to avoid the dangerous over use of the B1122. Having 
survived the challenges of covid -19 lockdowns and the difficulty of 
competing to make original sculpture in a world market, the single largest 
threat that currently faces our business is EDF's unweildy proposal for the 
development of Sizewell C’s main transport route along the B1122. 
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